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             Media release 
<INSERT SCHOOL NAME> GETS ON BOARD FOR NATIONAL TREE DAY

<Insert school name> is making a positive contribution to the environment and the health of our community by getting involved in Schools Tree Day, Australia's biggest tree planting and nature care event, on Friday 29 July.

The school will be <Insert activities> in <area> at <site address> on <date>. If your event is open to the public, you could add: Activities start from <time> and all <school> students, parents and local residents are invited to participate.  

“We are encouraging our students and the wider school community to connect with their environment and get involved in Schools Tree Day,” says <Spokesperson title> <Spokesperson name>. 
Part of National Tree Day, Schools Tree Day is an event organised by Planet Ark for children and young people to learn about trees and the role they play in our environment in a fun and practical way.

“New research shows that Aussie kids are spending far less time outdoors than the previous generation,” says Planet Ark spokesperson Rebecca Gilling. “Schools Tree Day is a great opportunity for young people to get involved in a fun event to look after their parks, schools and bushland, which has long-lasting benefits for the entire community.” 
“It’s fantastic to see younger generations inspired by getting outside and planting trees. Such simple actions have positive flow-on effects for years to come - not only environmental benefits, but instilling the values of collaboration and responsibility in the children and improving their health and wellbeing,” says Gilling.  

Planet Ark is also encouraging families across the country to get outdoors and attend thousands of official tree planting and land care activities organised by councils, businesses, communities and Toyota Dealers on National Tree Day, Sunday 31 July.

Since National Tree Day began in 1996, more than 2.5 million volunteers have planted 16 million native trees, shrubs and grasses.
To find out more about National Tree Day or Schools Tree Day, please visit www.treeday.planetark.org, call the Hotline on1300 88 5000 or visit your local participating Toyota Dealership.
National Tree Day is organised by Planet Ark in partnership with Toyota and its Dealer network, which provide on the ground support at local community tree planting sites Australia wide. 
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