
 

Schools Tree Day – Year 3 & 4 –
Adopt A Habitat Tree
 

Background information

Overarching learning goals: Students collect and analyse data about
changes in a tree over time, and show relationships between the tree,
our environment and other living things, including people.

Teacher content information: In order for students to value and
protect the environment they need to connect to it. This activity helps
students to get outside amongst nature and build a connection with
trees. Ask your students to choose a tree at school and adopt it for a
week/month/term. During this time students will collect data about how
the tree changes and how the tree interacts with our environment,
other plants and animals. Students can use the student worksheet
‘Adopt a habitat tree Activity Sheet’ to record their data. 

For more information on how you can help our environment, or to make
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some suggestions of your own, please go to www.coolaustralia.org



 

Student and classroom organisation

Step 1. Nature Walk 

Take your students on a nature walk around the school and discuss
some of the questions below:

What sort of tree will you choose? Where is your tree? Is it near
other trees? Is it near a busy road? Are there any other plants or
shrubs around the tree?
Is your tree healthy or a bit under the weather? Examine your
tree closely to see if the leaves are healthy or if they are looking
a bit sickly. You may need to do some research or ask someone
who you know is a bit of a gardener to help you work out
whether the tree is sickly (usually when a tree has lots of green
leaves they are healthy; when the leaves are turning a bit
yellow it might mean the tree is sick). Also have a look at the
branches at the top of the tree. Bare branches at the top of the
tree can also be a sign of illness.
What about the bark? Does the bark look healthy?
Who is using the tree?
Are there lots of insects calling the tree home?
What about birds? Native birds, insects and animals using a
native tree are usually a sign that the tree is pretty healthy.
Do you think more native or introduced animals are living in
your tree?

Step 2. Collecting data 

Classroom share the Student Worksheet with your students. They will
need to visit their tree four times to collect data. 

Step 3. Tree interaction diagram

In the middle of a large sheet of paper, students draw an illustration of
their tree.
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1. Students show on their illustration how our environment
interacts with the tree. They will illustrate the action of the Sun
and weather.

2. Students show how other plants might affect their tree. They
could make a faint outline of plants close by and make some
notes.

3. Students could show where animals live, feed or rest in the tree
and list anything the animal was doing at the time.

4. At the bottom, students can write:

How their tree helps people.
How people might affect the tree.

Call to action! 

Following this lesson plan is an ideal way for your school to take part in
the largest nature-care event in Australian schools, Planet Ark’s Schools
Tree Day. You’ll be joining thousands of amazing teachers in making a
difference, fostering a child’s love of nature and creating positive
environmental change. So, get growing! It only takes a minute to
register at  treeday.planetark.org.
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http://treeday.planetark.org/involved/coordinate.cfm
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